
Ralph R. Smith Elementary School 
845-229-4060 

Up and Coming Events 
September 23rd, Meet the 
Staff for Grades 3-5, 6:30 
PM 

September 25th, Meet the 
Staff for Grades K-2, 6:30 
PM 

October 1st, Fall Pictures 

October 4th, Go Home Early 
brill 

October 9th, No School, Yom 
Kippur 

October 11th, Fire Safety Day 

October 14th, No School, Co-
lumbus bay 

October 15th, PTA Meeting, 7 
PM 

October 18th, Fall Fest, 6-
7:30 PM 

Ralph R. Smith Fall Newsletter 
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Letter from The Principal 
bear Ralph R. Smith Families, 

The 2019-2020 school year has begun! Our students are 
settling into routines nicely! I had the pleasure of visiting 
each classroom last week to discuss our school rules and ex-
pectations. I also talked about our emphasis on being kind 
and read Be Kind  by Pat Zietlow Miller. Each classroom was 
also given a new book about kindness, The Jelly Donut Dif-
ference by Maria Dismondy to read and discuss. I encourage 
you to talk to your child about what they learned from these 
two books. 
In addition to kindness, we will continue to focus on develop-
ing critical thinking skills which is a bistrict-wide Goal. Spe-
cifically, we will ask our students to gather and analyze in-
formation in order to solve authentic problems and then re-
flect on their learning experiences in ELA, math, science and 
social studies. This work is directly linked to our District's 
Profile of a Graduate (see Page 2). You will hear more about 
your child's school year at Meet the Staff Night next week. 
I hope to see you there! 
As we start a new school year, I encourage you to instill pos-
itive habits with your child. Be sure to read together every 
night, talk about the school day (see suggested questions 
below), reach out to your child's teacher if you have a ques-
tion, set goals for the school year with your child or volun-
teer for an event at school. 
I look forward to a productive year of learning and growth! 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lawson 

Suggested Questions to Ask your Child 
What made you smile today? 
Who did you play with at recess? 

If you could change one thing about today, what would it be? 
What was the hardest rule to follow today? 

Tell me something you know today that you did not know yesterday. 
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Notes from the Nurse 
Hello! My Name is Mrs. Wixson and I am new to Ralph R. Smith Ele-
mentary. I have been a Nurse since 2006 and have lived in the Hud-
son Valley for the past 10 years. I went to Nursing school in Syra-
cuse, NY where I grew up and completed my Bachelor's of Nursing 
online through Utica College. When not working, I like to play with 
my son who is a Pokemon fan, artist, and animal lover. We like to 
travel to aquariums and zoos and learn about different cultures. I 
love children and look forward to encouraging healthy habits while 
interacting with them at school. They are welcome in the health of-
fice when they need help. Please reach out to me by phone or email 
with any questions! 

Calling All Parents 

Last year we held a fundraiser to pur-
chase templates to paint a fitness trail on 
our blacktop area. We had enough funds 
to purchase the templates and paint 
brushes/rollers. We are in need of paint 
donations in order to complete the pro-
ject. If you can donate paint please con-
tact the main office so we can give you 
more information about what is needed. 
Once we have enough paint, we will sched-
ule a paint party to install the trail. 
Thanks in advance for your help!!! 

"Never stop 
wondering 
and asking 
questions." 

District Mission/RRS Mission 

Hyde Park Central School District:  

Our Vision: 

We are confident, curious and courageous 
learners who change the world. 

Our Mission: 

The Hyde Park Central School District empow-
ers our community to strive for excellence and 
embrace the opportunities of our globally con-
nected world. 

Ralph R. Smith Elementary School:  

Our Vision: 

Respect + Responsibility + Safety + Effort 
=Success 

Our Mission: 

Together with families we teach our children 
to become independent thinkers and creative 
problem solvers who feel safe to be them-
selves in our ever changing world. 

Our Motto: 

We are all OWLS: Outstanding, Wonderful 
Learners! 

We are all 
OWLS; 

Outstanding 
Wonderful 
Learners! 
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Follow us on Twitter 
®Smittys_school 
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School Attendance 

School attendance plays a crucial role in your child's success at school. Missing 
just 2 days each month can put a child at risk academically. Please read the arti-
cle attached about ways to make attendance a priority. 
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Some Important Reminders 
Please be sure to label all of your children's belong-
ings! 

We already have a huge collection in the Lost and 
Found bins! Make sure you check them when you come 
for Meet the Staff night! 

ALWAYS have a photo ID when coming to the 
school! We want to keep all children safe! 

Please remember to contact the school before 3pm if 
you are picking up your child. You may call or send in a 
note. 

Ralph R. Smith Elementary School 

16 Smith Court, PO Box 725 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 
Phone: 845-229-4060 
Fax: 845-229-2828 

Follow us on Facebook at Ralph R Smith PTA 
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To stay on track in school, students need to be present every day. Missing 18 or more days of school in a year puts a 

child's high school graduation at risk, according to AbsencesAddUp.org, a national chronic absenteeism prevention 

campaign. Being absent for just two days every month of the school year can put a child behind academically 

Students with regular attendance are more likely to read well 
by third grade and score higher on tests. They also tend to be 
more engaged in school and feel better about themselves. 

Put your child on the path to success 
with these attendance strategies. 

Make school a priority. Every absence 
(excused or not), can impact a child's 
academic achievement. Talk to your 
child about how important their 
education is. Make daily routines for 
homework and waking up on time for 
school. 

Maintain communication with teachers 
and keep an eye on your child's 
academic progress. If your child seems 
disconnected from school or is prone 
to skipping class, try signing him or her up for an after-school 
activity. A report by the University of Minnesota found that 
students in an after-school program attended 18 more days 
of school and missed nine fewer than their peers. 

Make a plan. If your schedule or transportation situation 
makes getting your child to school a challenge, ask for 
assistance. Make a carpool or transportation plan with other 
parents or family members, or ask your school principal for 
community programs or school initiatives that may help. 

Report In. Know your school's attendance policies. If an 
absence or early dismissal is unavoidable, contact your 
school. If your family's religious observances fall on school 
days, let teachers know early in the year which days your 
child will miss. 

Carefully weigh sick days. If your child is sick, talk with your 
health care provider to determine whether they should stay 
home from school. If the doctor or nurse recommends that 
your child stay home, find out exactly how long and on what 
conditions he or she can return to class (for example, after 24 
hours of antibiotics). 

Before keeping your children home, make sure they aren't 
faking symptoms. Regularly feigning sickness may be a sign 
that your child is anxious about facing a challenge at school, 

such as bullying. 

Schedule wisely. Know your school's 
calendar, and arrange doctor and 
dentist appointments after school, *4 

Ion weekends, or during holiday 
breaks, if possible. Resist the urge to 
schedule vacations when students 
will miss school. This gives students 
the impression that school is not a 
priority. 

Help students complete assignments. 
When your child has to miss school, 
make arrangements with teachers 

to pick up a packet of make-up work. Ensure that your child 
follows through, and be available to explain concepts or 
monitor their work. If your child's absence will be lengthy (for 
surgery, for instance), alert teachers as soon as you know and 

pick up assignments as the days go on. 

Web Resources 
Absences Add Up offers a list of reasons why kids 
might miss school, and offers solutions for parents 
looking to keep their kids learning. 
www.absencesaddup.com/reasons-why-kids-miss-school  

This infographic, How Sick is Too Sick fo School?, can 

help families decide which symptoms should keep 
students at home. 
http://bit.ly/2cuqbv6  

Attendance Works offers research, webinars, and 
handouts designed with elementary and middle-level 
parents in mind. 
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/  
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Principals 

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org. 
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